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Monsoon Mayhem
Rosalie Malter 7/8/21

I always thought monsoon storms were a weather phenomenon in India, till we moved to AZ, and I learned
we have them here too. It is a time of thunderstorms, rainbows and beautiful sunsets, a break from our
usually super-dry climate. The plants love it and often recover their vitality. The people love it too, except for
the higher humidity that makes the high temperatures harder to tolerate.
The clouds build in the early part of the day, piling up like whipped cream, with a dark underside that holds
the promise of rain. Gathering over 6 – 8,000 ft. mountains, their tops can reach 30,000 ft and make the
mountains look small by comparison. Then they start to rumble and, if we are lucky, drop a good amount of
rain without being destructive.
On the destructive side, they can have high winds, heavy lightning that causes power failures and sometimes
flooding. We have watched many dramatic videos on the news, with furniture and cars floating away on flood
waters, and trees falling into houses. Sometimes people must be rescued from their cars. Fortunately, in all
the years we have lived in this little slice of hillside paradise called Cottonwood, none of that has occurred
here.
After a storm, the clouds lift, the sun comes out and frequently we see gorgeous rainbows. The
photographers come out in force, capturing those rainbows and sometimes rainbows and lightning together –
glorious! On July 4th we watched a lightning show across the Mogollon Rim from 8 – 9 p.m. We did not hear
the thunder as it was too far away. When the storm stopped, the fireworks began at the fairgrounds. They
were beautiful and noisy, but actually not as majestic as God’s lightning show earlier in the evening.

MONSOON SEASON
Cottonwood Ranch Club House and Pool
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Pool and Spa use during the Monsoon Season
There is a lot of activity going on at our clubhouse, and enjoying the pool and
hot tub (spa) should be among one of your favorite leisure activities.
My focus for your use of the pool and hot tub area is safety all season long but
especially during the monsoon season, which typically runs from June 15th
through September 15th of any given year. The word monsoon is often used to
refer to a single thunderstorm; it is actually the name of a large-scale weather
pattern and can cause severe damage from lightning strikes, floods, high winds,
hail, dust, etc.
There is no safe place outside when thunderstorms are in the area. If you hear
thunder, you are likely within striking distance of the storm. Just remember,
When Thunder Roars, Go Indoors. Too many people wait far too long to get to a
safe place when thunderstorms approach. Unfortunately, these delayed actions
lead to many of the lightning deaths and injuries in the United States. Lighting
often strikes more than 10-15 miles from the thunderstorm center, far outside
the rain or thunderstorm cloud.
Reference “monsoon” azcentral.com
Important information is listed below:
You must get out of the water, leave the outside clubhouse area and seek
shelter when thunderstorms are present. When thunder is heard,
the clubhouse will close the swimming pool/ hot tub area until 30 minutes
after such conditions pass. No exceptions!

Janice Johnston, President
grniz51@hotmail.com
Expires May 2022

Jim Millis, Vice-President
warmth2@msn.com
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Larry Ault, Treasurer
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All of our activities are led by volunteers.
Are you interested in joining one of the groups or starting a new group?
Art workshop
Bingo
Bocce Ball
Book Club
Bridge Club
Bunco
Card Club
Line Dance
Mah Jongg
Neighborhood Watch
Stretch
Water Aerobics
Water Exercise
Writing Club
Zumba

Bill Dwyer
Lorraine Nolder
Larry Johnston
Cher May
Jim Opdenbrouw
Carol Nord
Sharon Larsen
Julie Chapman
Mary Davis
Carol Nord
Pam Burden
Jeri Strande
Susan Severe
James Scheid
Cher May

(928) 830-2339
(928) 274-7102
(928) 634-3992
(928) 963-1156
(919) 671-7010
(928) 649-1976
(928) 649-5762
(928) 202-7671
(928) 499-2542
(928) 649-1976
(928) 649-2717
(928) 649 -3374
(206) 245-0301
(928) 254-8425
(928) 963-1156
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I want to address home painting in the Ranch. Like many, if not most of you know, we
have a home painting program. Once a year, a committee made up of board members
and architectural committee members inspect the Ranch community for homes that
need painting. We usually find 25-40 that we recommend for painting. If the
homeowner disagrees, there is an appeal process, and an independent committee
reviews the home, and a different set of eyes look at the house, and they make a
decision; that decision is final. Then this is the process homeowners need to follow,
1st, get paint book from the clubhouse and review options. Your current colors may
have been discontinued; if so, you need to pick out new colors, then when you have
selected your colors, you submit a request to the architectural committee BEFORE you
paint your house. When you get approval (remember they meet once a month, so
plan accordingly), you can get bids and paint your house. Do not paint your house
before submitting your request; you will be fined if you do this. Also, use the colors in
the scheme you picked out; your painter may suggest something else. He is not
approved to paint any colors except the ones in the scheme you picked out. Your
painter may say you don’t need to paint your entire house; he is not making that
decision. Think about it, why would you want part of your house painted in 2021 and
the other part not painted since 20??. They will fade at different rates. Many people
think only the pop-outs need painting, again why would you want part of your house
painted now and the other part 5-8 years ago??
The goal here is to have a nice-looking community that does not have many houses
that need painting. Good-looking homes enhance the property values for all of us.
You also do not need to wait until you are told to paint your house; you can make that
decision on your own, and please do but follow the same process, pick out colors, get
approval, then paint, not BEFORE approval.
It’s a simple process, so please follow it as it can get expensive if you do not follow the
process.

Randy Skrypek, Treasurer
rvbuddons@gmail.com
Expires November 2021

Jim Millis,
Cottonwood Ranch Board President
Cottonwood Ranch Community Services

Reese May, Director
dreese.may@gmail.com
Expires November 2022

ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE
Faye Coakley (520) 266-3856
fayecoranch@gmail.com
LANDSCAPING COMMITTEE
Jim Galbraith (602) 531-8366
azjeep4me@yahoo.com
WELCOME COMMITTEE
Joyce Rodgers (928)

Slow down, it’s a residential neighborhood, not a freeway.
Speeding is not a neighborly thing to do in Cottonwood Ranch.
Slow down while driving in the Ranch and wave to a neighbor.
If you’re late, you’re late, please don’t speed in Cottonwood Ranch.

Cottonwood Ranch Mission Statement

ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY
Loren Pritzel
(505) 862-2789
pritzellm@aol.com
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CORNER

GUIDELINE CHANGE
Please note that in reviewing the Architectural
Guidelines for clarification, the Architectural Committee
made the following change:
Paint Colors (Page 6)

HOAMCO Sedona
35 Bell Rock Plaza. Suite A
Sedona AZ 86351

PAINT APPEALS PROCESS
Each year an inspection of all homes in the Ranch is
conducted by members of the Board, the Architectural
Committee and HOAMCO to maintain a high level of
appeal within the community. Homeowners are notified
when it is deemed that their home should be painted
and are given sufficient time to paint in order to avoid
any undue financial burden.

(Paragraph 2) When selecting a color for your home, the
three colors within a color scheme must be used as
indicated in the paint scheme. For example, your house
fascia/trim, body, and pop-outs must match the paint
book examples. The soffits must be painted to match
the body of the house. No mix and match of the color
schemes is allowed.

Occasionally, a homeowner may feel that their home is
not in need of painting and may appeal the decision
using the following process.
1. Upon notification, the homeowner may send a letter
of appeal to HOAMCO stating the reason they feel
their home does not need to be painted.
2. HOAMCO will forward the appeal to the Appeals
Committee for action.
3. The Appeals Committee will contact the homeowner
to schedule a time for re-inspection of the home.
4. Once the Appeals Committee makes a decision, they
will notify HOAMCO and the Architectural Committee.
5. The homeowner will receive a letter from HOAMCO,
and if the home must be painted, the homeowner
must submit a request to the Architectural
Committee indicating the approved color scheme.
Painting must not commence without prior approval.
We hope this clarifies the Painting Program Appeals
process, but if you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact any member of the Board of Directors
or Architectural Committee.
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A cool reminder during the heat of August.

2
8:30 STRETCH
9:00 WATER EXERCISE

9
8:30 STRETCH
9:00 WATER EXERCISE

1

8

16
8:30 STRETCH
9:00 WATER EXERCISE

23
8:30 STRETCH
9:00 WATER EXERCISE

30
8:30 STRETCH
9:00 WATER EXERCISE

15

22

29

4:30 AC COMMITTEE

Mon

Sun

31
8:00 BOCCE
9:00 WATER AEROBICS
9:30 ART WORKSHOP

24
8:00 BOCCE
9:00 WATER AEROBICS
9:30 ART WORKSHOP

17
8:00 BOCCE
9:00 WATER AEROBICS
9:30 ART WORKSHOP

6:30 BOOK CLUB

10
8:00 BOCCE
9:00 WATER AEROBICS
9:30 ART WORKSHOP

3
8:00 BOCCE
9:00 WATER AEROBICS
9:30 ART WORKSHOP

Tue

Full Strawberry Moon

26
9:00 WATER AEROBICS
12:30 BRIDGE

19
9:00 WATER AEROBICS
12:30 BRIDGE

12
9:00 WATER AEROBICS
12:30 BRIDGE

5
9:00 WATER AEROBICS
12:30 BRIDGE

Thu

COACH LIGHTS Please check your coach
lights and your neighbor’s lights regularly.

25
8:30 STRETCH
9:00 WATER EXERCISE
9:30 BUNKO
1:00 MAH JONGG

18
8:30 STRETCH
9:00 WATER EXERCISE
1:00 MAH JONGG
SOCIAL

11
8:30 STRETCH
9:00 WATER EXERCISE
9:30 BUNKO
1:00 MAH JONGG

4
8:30 STRETCH
9:00 WATER EXERCISE
1:00 MAH JONGG

Wed

27
8:00 BOCCE
8:30 STRETCH
9:00 WATER EXERCISE
9:30 WRITING CLUB
1:00 CARD CLUB

20
8:00 BOCCE
8:40 STRETCH
9:00 WATER EXERCISE
1:00 CARD CLUB

13
8:00 BOCCE
8:30 STRETCH
9:00 WATER EXERCISE
9:30 WRITING CLUB
1:00 CARD CLUB

6
8:00 BOCCE
8:30 STRETCH
9:00 WATER EXERCISE
1:00 CARD CLUB

Fri

28
9:00 WATER AEROBICS
9:30 UFO

21
9:00 WATER AEROBICS

14
9:00 WATER AEROBICS

7
9:00 WATER AEROBICS

Sat

AUGUST 2021

Contact Lois Tinnell at
ltinnell@cottonwoodranch.org or 928.649.1730
about advertising and rates.

A big THANK YOU from Rising
Hope Food Pantry to all of you who
support this worthy cause.
Want to get involved?
The food collection occurs on the
2 Monday of every other month (February, April,
June, October, and December.) Contact Valorie and
Randy Skrypek at 928-274-1977.
nd

So, how are you keeping cool this summer?
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Cottonwood Ranch Club News
COTTONWOOD RANCH BOOK CLUB

UFO Bring your UnFinished Objects to the
th

Jerome Room at 9:30 on August 28 –quilting,
knitting, or sewing. Share your ideas and
projects with others in the group. All are
welcome. For questions, contact Patty Sauer
928-202-0748 .

CARD CLUB
If you have a story to tell
Or share a memory as well
Come join us in person—Or—on Zoom (We do both)
So you Choose!

Anyone interested in playing cards on Friday afternoon from
1-5PM? We play Hand and Food, 3-13, and Shanghai. They
are all easy to learn and fun! If you are interested just show
up!! We will start playing August 6th.

All writers are welcome to join us in Writing Club
We do not have a set topic though we did write a murder
mystery once. You may have heard of it. It was called MURDER
AT THE RANCH. It was a best seller (in the Cottonwood Ranch.)

If you have questions, please call Sharon Larsen 928-202-6232.

If you like to write and would like to join us, give Jim Scheid a
call at 928-254-8425 and he will send you the in person
meeting reminder as well as the Zoom link so you can join us
either way. (Whatever works best for you!)

The Monsoon season is upon us, but Water Aerobics carries
on! For our safety, if we hear thunder, we vacate the pool
immediately – and we stay out until 30 minutes after the
last rumble. If weather dictates class cancellation, you will
be notified by phone, email, or text (your preference) by
8:30 that morning. When in doubt, you can always phone
the Clubhouse for class status (928) 649-1730.

We meet the 2nd and 4th Friday of each month. This month
dates are Friday August 13 and Friday August 27 at 9:45 AM in

Remember to watch the Leaf for
details of the next Neighborhood
Watch meeting in September.

If you are curious to explore our Water Aerobics program,
it’s not too late! Here’s how one of us summed it
up: “Water Aerobics has been a lifesaver for me! It gets me
out and moving in the morning, provides a good workout,
and gives me the opportunity to be a part of a great group
of people. It doesn’t matter how old you are, how flexible
you are, what gender you are or how tired you are, Water
Aerobics flexes to your needs and leaves you feeling
great!”

While we are a fairly low-crime
patrol Cottonwood Ranch, garages
are an opportunity for break-ins.
Remember to lock the deadbolt on the door into
your house. And, if you have a garage door with
windows, reduce break-in risk by covering them on

Hope to see you in the pool!

If you replace your garage door, consider one
without windows.
When all of us neighbors keep an eye out and
report suspicious activity, we increase our security.
And, the non-emergency number for the Police
Department is 928-649-1397. Our neighborhood
officer is E. Olofson, eolofson@cottonwoodaz.gov.
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Cottonwood Ranch
1874 West Trail Blazer Drive
Cottonwood, AZ 86326

Or current resident

Visit www.cottonwoodranch.org
for ongoing

Cottonwood Ranch Community
news and updates.

