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The Spirit of the Corn
An Iroquois Legend—by Harriet Maxwell Converse (Adapted)

There was a time, says the Iroquois grandmother, when it was not needful to
plant the corn- seed nor to hoe the fields, for the corn sprang up of itself, and
filled the broad meadows. Its stalks grew strong and tall, and were covered
with leaves like waving banners, and filled with ears of pearly grain wrapped in
silken green husks.
In those days, Onatah, the Spirit of the Corn, walked upon the earth. The sun
lovingly touched her dusky face with the blush of the morning, and her eyes
grew soft as the gleam of the stars on dark streams. Her night-black hair was
spread before the breeze like a wind-driven cloud.
As she walked through the fields, the corn, the Indian maize, sprang up of
itself from the earth and filled the air with its fringed tassels and whispering
leaves. With Onatah walked her two sisters, the Spirits of the Squash and the
Bean. As they passed by, squash-vines and bean-plants grew from the corn-hills.
One day Onatah wandered away alone in search of early dew. Then the Evil
One of the earth, Hahgwehdaetgah, followed swiftly after. He grasped her by
the hair and dragged her beneath the ground down to his gloomy cave. Then,
sending out his fire-breathing monsters, he blighted Onatah's grain. And when
her sisters, the Spirits of the Squash and the Bean, saw the flame-monsters
raging through the fields, they flew far away in terror.
As for poor Onatah, she lay a trembling captive in the dark prison-cave of the
Evil One. She mourned the blight of her cornfields, and sorrowed over her
runaway sisters.

“O warm, bright sun!” she cried, “if I may walk once more upon the earth,
never again will I leave my corn!”
And the little birds of the air heard her cry, and winging their way upward they
The sun, who loved Onatah, sent out many searching beams of light. They
pierced through the damp earth, and entering the prison-cave, guided her
back again to her fields.
And ever after that she watched her fields alone, for no more did her sisters,
the Spirits of the Squash and Bean, watch with her. If her fields thirsted, no
longer could she seek the early dew. If the flame-monsters burned her corn,
she could not search the skies for cooling winds. And when the great rains fell
and injured her harvest, her voice grew so faint that the friendly sun could not
hear it.
But ever, Onatah tenderly watched her fields and the little birds of the air
flocked to her service. They followed her through the rows of corn, and made
war on the tiny enemies that gnawed at the roots of the grain.
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WANTED:
LANDSCAPE COMMITTEE CHAIR
First, a huge thank you to Jim
Galbraith for his service as
landscape committee chair over the
last 18 months; all the hard work
.
Jim has resigned to devote more
time to his side business. We will
miss him greatly.
So, what does the landscape
committee chair do? Well, first of
all, they DO NOT do landscaping.
The chair is basically the liaison
between the landscape company
and the board. The chair should
touch base with the landscaper 2-3
times a month; when the landscaper
has a problem, they will report it to
the chair, communicating with the
board to resolve the issue. The
landscape committee chair also
reviews trimming requests and
recommends approval or denial to
the board; this is usually done with a
board member. It's an essential job
for the ranch, and yes, it will take
some time. I can't give an estimate
but probably at least 10 hours a
month. We need a person who cares
about the appearance of the ranch
and park.
Also, the landscape
committee needs new members.
This committee does not have to be
a 1-person job. If you are interested,
don't hesitate to get in touch with a
board member and or Hoamco.

From the Club Board President
The Club Board takes great pride in both our Clubhouse facility and the many
activities and social groups available for the enjoyment of all resident members.
That being said, we are always looking for opportunities to add additional
activities that resident members would want to participate in and enjoy. To that
end, we have just added “Qigong” to our line-up, so if that sounds interesting,
come in and check it out.
The Jerome Room can accommodate more group activities, so if you have a
favorite pastime you love and think others would enjoy, let us know. Activities do
not have to be limited to inside the clubhouse; maybe you love to hike or walk or
jog with other residents, starting a hiking or walking club may be perfect for you.
How about stargazing or learning about the many constellations that fill our dark
sky? You could certainly set that up on our beautiful patio. Many activities would
be fun to explore, help forge new friendships, and bring balance to our
sometimes stressful lives. So again, give us a call so we can get you going.
A few things to note, all activities inside and outside the clubhouse are facilitated
100% by volunteers, free of charge, and be available to all resident members. The
Club Board must initially approve the activity, but after that, you are free to get
started. In addition, you are welcome to advertise your venture in our monthly
newsletter and be placed on the calendar to secure the date and time. We hope
to hear from you soon.

COTTONWOOD RANCH CLUB
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Janice Johnston, President
grniz51@hotmail.com
Expires May 2022

Jim Millis, Vice-President
warmth2@msn.com
Expires May 2023

Larry Ault, Treasurer
aultassoc@gmail.com
Expires May 2023

“The Club Board Social Committee"
Russ Barksdale, Secretary
rbarksdale928@gmail.com
Expires May 2022

All of our activities are led by volunteers.
Are you interested in joining one of the groups or starting a new group?
Art workshop
Bingo
Bocce Ball
Book Club
Bridge Club
Bunco
Card Club
Line Dance
Mah Jongg
Neighborhood Watch
Stretch
Water Aerobics
Writing Club

Bill Dwyer
Lorraine Nolder
Larry Johnston
Cher May
Jim Opdenbrouw
Carol Nord
Sharon Larsen
Julie Chapman
Mary Davis
Carol Nord
Pam Burden
Jeri Strande
James Scheid

(928) 830-2339
(928) 274-7102
(928) 634-3992
(928) 963-1156
(919) 671-7010
(928) 649-1976
(928) 202-6232
(928) 202-7671
(928) 499-2542
(928) 649-1976
(928) 649-2717
(928) 649 -3374
(928) 254-8425

Lorraine Nolder, Director
Lnolder1@aol.com
Expires May 2023

CLUB MANAGER
Lois Tinnell
ltinnell@cottonwoodranch.org
Office (928) 649.1730
fax (928) 649-1732
WEBSITE

www.cottonwoodranch.org
CLUB HOURS

4:00am - 8:00pm
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COTTONWOOD RANCH
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Jim Millis, President
warmth2@msn.com
Expires November 2021

Tim Reilly, Vice President
treilly109@gmail.com
Expires November 2022

*

Tim See, Secretary
tsee@reagan.com
Expires November 2021

Jim Millis,
Cottonwood Ranch Board President

Randy Skrypek, Treasurer
rvbuddons@gmail.com
Expires November 2021

Cottonwood Ranch Community Services

Reese May, Director
dreese.may@gmail.com
Expires November 2022

ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE
Faye Coakley (520) 266-3856
fayecoranch@gmail.com
LANDSCAPING COMMITTEE
Jim Galbraith (602) 531-8366
azjeep4me@yahoo.com
WELCOME COMMITTEE
Joyce Rodgers (928)

COACH LIGHTS Please check your coach lights
and your neighbor’s lights regularly.

Cottonwood Ranch Mission Statement

ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY
Loren Pritzel
(505) 862-2789
pritzellm@aol.com
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

CORNER

Christmas is two months away
and the elves are busy helping
Santa get ready for the big day.
You can be a helper, too.

HOAMCO Sedona
35 Bell Rock Plaza. Suite A
Sedona AZ 86351

Boxes for the Christmas Child
project are available through the
end
of
October at the Clubhouse.
Starting November 1 empty boxes can be picked up and
returned by November 15 to
Darrell and Pat Dierks’ home
1875 W Desert Willow.

Architectural Committee Update

If you wish to take your boxes to the Cottonwood
collection site, you may do so. Collection week is November 15-22 (mornings) at Hope Community Church,
412 N. 10 th Street, Cottonwood. If you have questions, call 928-649-9894 and ask for Pat.

The Behr color brochure is available at the
Clubhouse for your convenience.
Coloring of exterior concrete patios and walkways must have
prior Architectural Committee approval, and surface textures
and colors must complement the house's materials.

CHRISTMAS BOXES FOR CHILDREN

Your Architectural Committee

Great Writing, Simplified
Compose bold, clear, mistake-free writing with
Grammarly’s AI-powered writing assistant.
From grammar and spelling to style and tone,
Grammarly helps you eliminate errors and find the
perfect words to express yourself.
Use it for free! www.grammarly.com
Great for emails, written publications, articles for the
newsletter, and much more. Try it! You’ll like it!
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22
8:30 STRETCH
1:30 INTERMEDIATE
LINE DANCE

29
8:30 STRETCH
1:30 INTERMEDIATE
LINE DANCE

21

28

5:30 RANCH BOARD
MTG

15
8:30 STRETCH
1:30 INTERMEDIATE
LINE DANCE
3:30 CLUB BOARD MTG

6:30 BOOK CLUB

4:30 AC COMMITTEE

14

9
8:00 BOCCE
9:30 ART WORKSHOP

8
8:30 STRETCH
1:30 INTERMEDIATE
LINE DANCE

7

30
8:00 BOCCE
9:30 ART WORKSHOP

23
8:00 BOCCE
9:30 ART WORKSHOP

16
8:00 BOCCE
9:30 ART WORKSHOP

2
8:00 BOCCE
9:30 ART WORKSHOP

1
8:30 STRETCH
1:30 INTERMEDIATE
LINE DANCE

31

Tue

Mon

Sun

24
8:30 STRETCH
1:00 MAH JONGG

7:00 NEIGHBORHOOD
WATCH

17
8:30 STRETCH
9:30 BUNKO
1:00 MAH JONGG

10
8:30 STRETCH
1:00 MAH JONGG

3
8:30 STRETCH
1:00 MAHJONGG

Wed

25

Full Strawberry Moon

Full Strawberry Moon

18
12:30 BRIDGE

11
12:30 BRIDGE

4
12:30 BRIDGE

Thu

26
8:00 BOCCE
8:30 STRETCH
9:45 WRITING CLUB
1:00 CARD CLUB

19
8:00 BOCCE
8:40 STRETCH
1:00 CARD CLUB

12
8:00 BOCCE
8:30 STRETCH
9:45 WRITING CLUB
1:00 CARD CLUB

5
8:00 BOCCE
8:30 STRETCH
1:00 CARD CLUB

Fri

27

20

13
9:30 UFO/QUILTING

6
9:30 UFO/QUILTING

Sat

NOVEMBER 2021

Contact Lois Tinnell at
ltinnell@cottonwoodranch.org or 928.649.1730
about advertising and rates.

LIFE AT THE RANCH
Last spring we are entertained by a family of
bobcats that play in our backyard and on the back
porch. Three almost grown kittens climb on the
furniture, chaise, and wrestle with each other. One
of the kittens climbs onto the back of a lawn chair.
Another kitten joins it. The third kitten tries to join
the other two. Their combined weight causes the
chair to fall backward striking the floor with a loud
bang. Their mother, who is in the common area
next to our yard hears the noise and runs to where
the kittens are. She appears to be scolding them
and leads them back into the common area. After
that, they visit less frequently and the mother
bobcat is always with them when they come into
our yard.

Carol and I moved to Cottonwood Ranch in 1997.
We are surprised by the number and variety of
critters that visit us. Here are a couple of stories
about animal visits.
I placed a quail seed block in the backyard for the
quail. Javelina find the block and make nightly
visits to eat the seeds. They wake us up as they
noisily chew and push the block around the yard.
The movement of the block plows a path through
the gravel three nights in a row. I re-level the
gravel and discard the seed block. I plant 80
tulips in the front yard flower bed. A few years
later, there are more than 500 tulip plants. One
night the Javelina discover the tulips, tear off the
flowers and leaves and dig up half the bulbs. They
return the next night and eat the remaining bulbs.
I hope they got a tummy ache

Submitted by Jim McMeekin (Writing Club)
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Cottonwood Ranch Club News
UFO

Your Neighborhood Watch
Most of our homes have some sliding doors and windows.
While there are good commercial products to secure them
in any position, you can easily reduce the chances of anyone
getting in through one that is closed or partly open. Put a
1”x2” board that is a couple of inches shorter than the track
in the track of the door or window.
The non-emergency police phone number is 928-649-1397.

COTTONWOOD RANCH BOOK CLUB

If it is a True Emergency, dial 911.

And you can contact our neighborhood officer,
E. Olofson at eolofson@cottonwoodaz.gov

The book club will meet Tuesday, November 9th
at 6:30. We will discuss The Lady and the
Unicorn by Tracy Chevalier.
Please call Cher May at (928) 963-1156 if you’d
like to join us.

LET’S FILL THE BARREL

INTERMEDIATE LINE DANCE

The holidays are here, and
there are families in need of
our help. There will be a
barrel in the lobby of the Clubhouse for
non-perishable, non-expired food items. Donations
will be accepted now through the month of
December. The food will be distributed by Rising Hope
Food Pantry here in Cottonwood.

Due to space limitations, we are currently at capacity for
Intermediate Line Dance and cannot accept new members at
this time. If you would like to be notified when space opens,
please contact Julie Chapman at 928-202-7671. Thank you!

How time flies! Another
season is behind us. We had
nearly 40 folks join us in the
pool at some point in the
season, and we made sure everyone was safe with
surprise water emergency training (thanks, Ellen, for your
Oscar-worthy performances!) The "regulars" (you know
who you are) sported handsome tans, leaner physiques,
and big smiles by the end of the summer.
As is our custom, we celebrated with a great party!
Thanks to the efforts of nearly every swimmer, we
feasted on a delicious fried chicken picnic with all the
fixings. Fabulous homemade desserts crowned the
meal. The day was perfect, the decor beautiful, and
entertainment included singing and games.
Much appreciation is due to Jeri Strande and Lee
Patterson, who kept the classes going despite shifting
schedules and health challenges. We also extend our
thanks to all those who stepped up to lead portions of
the class: Janice Johnston, Pat Kroepel, Dottie Hamm,
and Dianne Evans. And thanks, too, to all the folks who
joined us in the pool. We couldn't have done it without
you!

A big THANK YOU from Rising
Hope Food Pantry to all of you who
support this worthy cause.
Want to get involved?

.

Have a happy and healthy winter; we look forward to
seeing you all again next year!
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Cottonwood Ranch
1874 West Trail Blazer Drive
Cottonwood, AZ 86326

Or current resident

Visit www.cottonwoodranch.org
for ongoing

Cottonwood Ranch Community
news and updates.

