Cottonwood Ranch Community Newsletter
“Groundhog Day is a uniquely American tradition,
but its roots come from across the Atlantic. The
February 2 holiday can be traced back to the ancient
Christian celebration of Candlemas Day, the halfway
point between winter solstice and spring equinox where clergy
would bless and distribute candles needed for winter. Germany
added something extra to these festivities: They used a hedgehog to
predict the weather, saying if the hedgehog saw its shadow, they’d
endure six more weeks of bad weather.
Between 1725 and 1775, a swath of Germans made their way to the
United States, many of them settling in Pennsylvania. They kept
their Candlemas tradition, replacing the hedgehog with a
groundhog, which were plentiful in the area.
Pennsylvania newspaper Punxsutawney Spirit published a story
about the groundhog festivities in 1886, and the next year, the city
embraced the celebration and held the first Groundhog Day at
Gobbler’s Knob. The newspaper’s editor (who belonged to a group
of groundhog hunters) declared that Phil, Punxsutawney’s
groundhog, was the nation’s only weather-forecasting rodent.
But why does the groundhog actually emerge? The critters go into
hibernation in the late fall and peek out in February to look for a
mate before burrowing back underground. They’re fully awake
come March.”
Copelan, C. (2018, February 1). The Real Origin of Groundhog Day. Parade. Retrieved
from https://parade.com/641570/ccopelan/the-real-origin-of-groundhog-day/

Here are five facts you probably didn’t know about Groundhog Day:
1.

Punxsutawney Phil has seen his shadow 97 times, has not seen
it 15 times, and nine years are unaccounted for.

2.

The National Climatic Data Center reportedly stated that Phil’s
prediction’s have been correct 39 percent of the time. This
number is in conflict with Phil’s club, which states he’s been
right 100 percent of the time.

3.

According to the funny website groundhog.org, there’s a legend
that during Prohibition, Phil threatened to impose 60 weeks of
winter on the community if he wasn’t allowed a drink.

4.

In the years following the release of Groundhog Day, a 1993
film starring Bill Murray, crowds numbering as high as 30,000
have visited Gobbler’s Knob, a tiny hill in Punxsutawney where
the ceremony takes place.

5.

Though groundhogs typically live only six to eight years,
Groundhog Day lore suggests that Phil drinks a magic elixir
every summer, which gives him seven more years of life.
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A fun evening is almost here. Our annual spaghetti dinner
is February 9th. Sign up at the clubhouse for the seatings.
Take outs are also available (pick up time is 4:00 PM). Cost is
$10 per person which includes 10 door prize tickets. Raffle
tickets for the larger items will be sold for $1 each or 6 for $5.
Donations are still being accepted for door prizes and raffle
items. Contact Lorraine Nolder at 649-0231 if you would like
to donate something. Please join us for a fun evening and
lots of laughs and a fabulous meal. Bring your friends and
family and meet all the special angels who work so hard to
put this together for you. And please join us for our angel
meetings the first Wednesday of the month from 10:00 to
11:00 AM. New angels are always welcome.

From the Desk
of the Club Board President

COTTONWOOD RANCH CLUB
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Association Rules
How We All Benefit From Them
Many people want as few rules as possible, but the fact is that rules help create order
out of chaos, they provide for protection of others and for the good of the community.
Rules can be changed. If you do not like an association rule, then bring it to the
attention of the Board. In the meantime, you owe it to all the members/residents to
obey the rules.
In order for our association (whether it’s the Club or Ranch) to continue to protect,
preserve, and enhance our community assets and our property values, each member
has to acknowledge their role in our community. For example: We must obey our
governing documents, we agreed to do that when we closed escrow. By obeying
community rules and regulations, we contribute to our community and accept the role
of a rule abiding member.

Janice Johnston, President
grniz51@hotmail.com
Expires May 2020

William Dwyer, Vice-President
apbd@yahoo.com
Expires May 2019

Your home may be your castle but the association is the king of laws. Whether the rule
was made by the association or local government, it is there for a purpose. Give each
rule the benefit of the doubt. Understand the reason for rules governing the close living
environment of the Ranch and recreation activities of the clubhouse and if you don’t
understand, please, ask for an explanation.

WHAT’S GOING ON?
This is the time of year that we do necessary repairs to the clubhouse, so be patient with
our mess. The outside of the clubhouse and pool house have been painted. The pool
and spa area is having cement work done to repair a leaking underground pipe, as well as
bead blasting of calcium deposits and tile replacement around the waterfall area. All of
this is being done so we are ready to start heating the pool in March. For the Jerome
Room, several new six foot tables and some new card tables have been purchased.

Ona Silva, Treasurer
Expires May 2019

Ed Herbert, Secretary

edwardherbert100@yahoo.com

All of our activities are led by volunteers.
Are you interested in joining one of the groups or starting a new group?
Angel Network
Art workshop
Bingo
Bocce Ball
Book Club
Bridge Club
Bunco
Casino
Card Club
Horseshoes
Ladies Group
Line Dance
MahJongg
Neighborhood Watch
Water Aerobics
Wine Club
Writing Club
Zumba

Carol Nord
Bill Dwyer
Lorraine Nolder
Larry Johnston
Valorie Skrypek
Joyce Fobair
Carol Nord
Marilyn Kettlety
Sharon Larsen
Larry Johnston
Deb Taylor
Patty Sauer
Carol Metz
Carol Nord
John Petersberger
Joan Meyers
James Scheid
Cher May

(928) 649-1976
(928) 634-2011
(928) 649-0231
(928) 634-3992
(928) 274-1977
(928) 634-1690
(928) 649-1976
(480) 737-2301
(928) 649-5762
(928) 634-3992
(303) 949-0232
(928) 821-5292
(928) 821-1628
(928) 649-1976
(928) 649-3980
(419) 215-5153
(928) 254-8425
(928) 852-0141
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Expires May 2020

Jim Millis, Director
warmth2@msn.com
Expires May 2019

CLUB MANAGER
Lois Tinnell
ltinnell@cottonwoodranch.org
Office (928) 649.1730
fax (928) 649-1732
WEBSITE

www.cottonwoodranch.org
CLUB HOURS
5:00am - 9:00pm

COTTONWOOD RANCH
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Jim Millis, President
warmth2@msn.com
Expires November 2019

Faye Coakley, Vice-President
fayecoranch@gmail.com
Expires November 2018

Tim Reilly, Secretary/Treasurer
treilly109@gmail.com
Expires November 2018

Well, it’s a cold gloomy rainy day today as I make another feeble attempt at
becoming a novelist. Hopefully it will be warm and sunny when everyone is reading
this newsletter. I would like to report on a few things the board has been doing
lately. We had a meeting with city staff and made some recommendations and
proposals to help alleviate our speeding problem. We have asked for a meeting with
the city council at a work session, as of today we are still waiting for an answer.
The fence inspection committee has made another inspection and letters should
have been received by all residents who are affected and need to paint and or repair
fences. I would like to thank all the residents who have taken care of their fences
after receiving a letter. The first 2 groups of homeowners totaled over 80 homeowners
and as of todays date only 3 need to complete their repairs. By the time you get this
letter we will have completed our annual inspection for mistletoe and sent letters to
homeowners who have mistletoe infestations in their trees. Mistletoe is a slow killer
of trees and is spread mainly by birds and will always be with us so please have it
removed if you have any in your trees. We have made great progress in reducing the
number of trees infested with mistletoe in the ranch.
Spring project season will soon be upon us and the Architectural Committee will have
extra meetings in April and may to approve the requests so you can get a quick start
on your projects and remember the quicker you get them in, the sooner you will get
approval or have time to make adjustments to your request.
We will also be doing a trail inspection to see if we have any serious safety issues.
We don’t do any maintenance on trails, just leave them in their natural state except
for trimming brush to keep them open. If you have any trail concerns or suggestions,
please advise a board member or the landscape committee.

Jim Millis, President
Kathy Ventura, Director
pjkk69@msn.com
Expires November 2019

Cottonwood Ranch Community Services, Co.

Randy Skrypek, Director
rvbuddons@gmail.com
Expires November 2019

COTTONWOOD RANCH COMMITTEES
ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE
Faye Coakley 520-266-3856
fayecoranch@gmail.com
LANDSCAPING COMMITTEE
Joe Stack 928-649-9987
kitnjoe@gmail.com
WELCOME COMMITTEE
Randy & Valorie Skrypek 928-274-1977
rvbuddons@gmail.com
ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY
Reese May 928-852-0141
dreese.may@gmail.com

Cottonwood Ranch Mission Statement
TO MAINTAIN AND ENHANCE THE QUALITY OF LIFE AND PROPERTY
VALUES OF THE COTTONWOOD RANCH COMMUNITY BY ASSURING
COMMON AREAS ARE WELL MAINTAINED, RULES AND REGULATIONS
ARE APPROPRIATE AND ENFORCED AND SOUND FISCAL POLICES
ARE PURSUED.
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CORNER

Annual Architectural Committee

FRIENDLY REMINDERS
Parking, Garage Doors, Architectural, Dogs











Architectural Committee Approval - All changes,
additions or removals to the exterior of a home,
including landscaping, requires the prior
approval of the Architectural Committee.
Repairs to the home do not require Committee
approval unless the repair alters the home
appearance.
Recreational Vehicles/motor homes of residents
or guests may be parked adjacent to the curb
and gutter of the owner’s lot for a maximum
of 24 hours during any calendar week.
Owner/Resident vehicles must be parked in the
driveway or garage. Guests may park vehicles
adjacent to the street curb, but tires are not
to touch the granite.
Design Guidelines - No planting along lot borders
shall exceed five (5) feet in height.
Garage doors shall be kept closed at all times
except when actively entering or leaving the
garage or at times requiring frequent access to
the garage.
IMPORTANT - Dogs must be leashed at all times,
including in the Cottonwood Ranch Park. Please
pick up after your dog.

If your home is leased, please pass this information
on to your tenant/property manager.
HOAMCO
Paul Frieder, PCAM
Community Association Manager
pfrieder@hoamco.com
(928) 282-4479
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The Architectural Committee will be holding its annual
Meet and Greet on Sunday, March 24 from 1 to 3. This is
an opportunity for new residents to learn about how the
committee works for the community. Information will be
provided on the Design Guidelines and how to complete
and submit requests for changes to properties in the
Ranch. The Meet and Greet is primarily for new residents,
but we encourage all residents to attend and learn about
any new procedures or changes to the Guidelines. It is an
excellent opportunity to voice your concerns or ask
questions or to simply meet the committee members
face to face.
We hope you will join us for this casual informative
meeting. Refreshments will be served.

Your Architectural Committee
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27
29

Tue
30

Wed
31

Thu

11
8:30 STRETCH
10:00 ZUMBA
1:30 LINE DANCE
2:00 HORSESHOES
3:30-4:30 COMPUTER CLINIC

10

18
8:30 STRETCH
10:00 ZUMBA
1:30 LINE DANCE
2:00 HORSESHOES
3:30-4:30 COMPUTER CLINIC

25
8:30 STRETCH
10:00 ZUMBA
1:30 LINE DANCE
2:00 HORSESHOES
3:30-4:30 COMPUTER CLINIC

17

24

4:30 AC MEETING

4
8:30 STRETCH
10:00 ZUMBA
1:30 LINE DANCE
2:00 HORSESHOES
3:30-4:30 COMPUTER CLINIC
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26
9-1:00 ART WORKSHOP
4:30 PING PONG

6:30 WINE CLUB

19
9-1:00 ART WORKSHOP
4:30-6:00 PING PONG

6:30 BOOK CLUB

12
9-1:00 ART WORKSHOP
4:30 –6:00 PING PONG

5
9-1:00 ART WORKSHOP
4:30- PING PONG

27
8:30 STRETCH
9:30 BUNKO
1:00 MAH JONGG
2:00 BOCCE

20
8:30 STRETCH
9:00 CASINO
1:00 MAH JONGG SOCIAL
2:00 BOCCE SOCIAL

13
8:30 STRETCH
9:30 BUNKO
1:00 MAH JONGG
1:30 CLUB BOARD MEETING
2:00 BOCCE

6
8:3O STRETCH
10:00 ANGELS
1:00 MAH JONGG
2:00 BOCCE

28
9-11:00 COMPUTER CLINIC
12:30 BRIDGE
5:00 PING PONG

5:30 RANCH BOARD MTG

21
9-11:00 COMPUTER CLINIC
12:30 BRIDGE

14
9-11:00 COMPUTER CLINIC
12:30 BRIDGE
5:00 PING PONG

7
9-11:00 COMPUTER CLINIC
12:30 BRIDGE
5:00 PING PONG

The most serious charge which can be brought against New England is not Puritanism, but
February.... Spring is too far away to comfort even by anticipation, and winter long ago

Mon

Sun

1

6:30 CLASSIC MOVIE

22
8:30 STRETCH
9:45 WRITING CLUB
11:00 ZUMBA TONING
1-5:00 CARD CLUB
2:00 BOCCE

6:30 BINGO

15
8:30 STRETCH
10:00 ZUMBA TONING
1-5:00 CARD CLUB
2:00 BOCCE

8
8:30 STRETCH
9:45 WRITING CLUB
11:00 ZUMBA TONING
1-5:00 CARD CLUB
2:00 BOCCE

1
9:30 STRETCH
10:00 ZUMBA TONING
1-5:00 CARD CLUB
2:00 BOCCE

Fri

Groundhog Day

2

23
9:30 UFO/QUILTING

16
RENTAL

9

2

Sat
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G
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Cottonwood Ranch Club News
COTTONWOOD RANCH BOOK CLUB
Do you love reading a good book? Come join the
Book Club for our meeting on Tuesday, February
12th at 6:30 at the Clubhouse. Our book for
February is Circe by Madeline Miller. In addition to
reviewing this book, we also welcome recommendations for additional books to be added to our reading list.
The book for March is The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by
Rebecca Skloot.
For information call Valorie Skrypek at (928) 274-1977.
Hope to see you there!

UFO and Quilting
Bring your projects to work on with the
group Saturday February 23 rd . Need help
with a quilting or knitting project?
Someone can help you. Or do you have a
finished project that you would love to
share with the group? If you have a
question, contact Patty Sauer.

The Computer Clinic Is your laptop now a
lapdog?
Your smartphone smarter than
you? We can help. The Computer Clinic is
‘open’ at the Clubhouse every Monday
afternoon from 3:30 PM to 4:30 PM and Thursday
mornings from 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM. Free help with
your PC, smart phone or tablet problems.

MAH JONGG “MAYHEM”
I need to thank Hugo and his family, owners of the Golden Dragon
Chinese Restaurant, who made a wonderful contribution to our
annual Mah Jongg Mayhem Party which was held on December 12th
and raised $1,135.00 for charity. The mention of this establishment
was inadvertently omitted in my January newsletter.
We welcomed another two residents in January who decided to take
the “plunge” and join our Mah Jongg family. They are Barbara
Maccracken and Sheri Skidmore. It’s always a pleasure to meet and
teach our residents who want to learn this wonderful, social game.
It’s time to order the 2019 Mah Jongg card. Make sure you have
yours so you can begin playing with it on April 1st.
Our social this month will be held on Wednesday, February 20 th.
Perhaps this would be a great time for you to consider coming on
down and seeing what Mah Jongg is all about. Meet your fellow
residents as you enjoy food and drink while you learn the game.
Well, that’s it for now. Hope to see YOU !
Carol Metz, Mah Jongg “Guru”

Without Valentine's Day, February
would be... well, January. ~Jim Gaffigan

Vino Rancheros’ monthly meeting will be February
19th at 6:30 in the Jerome Room. This month’s
varietal is Mouvedre.

Happy New Year and we wish for you a joyful and fun filled
year. In addition to our events, we will be introducing
a ten minutes “Conversation”. Our topic this month is
appropriately – LOVE. Whether it is human, animal, natural
or scientific, please come with something serious or
funny to share with your seatmates. Also, we have many
new residents in the Ranch, so please ask a neighbor or
new friend to join us. Our goal is to create community
within our community.

Wine Club News: Mourvedre is a meaty and full-bodied
red wine. It is predominantly grown in France, Spain,
Australia, and United States.
“Vinos Rancheros members are Better with Age and have
Grape Expectations”.

Event Luncheon:
Old Town Red Rooster Café (901 N Main St.)
Tuesday, February 12th
11:30 – 1:00 PM
RSVP Jeanette 928-649-9151
and leave a message

HELP RISING HOPE FOOD PANTRY
Help us Help Others
Help Rising Hope Food Pantry feed local
families. We provide a food collection bag
which you then fill with non-perishable food
items. On the second Saturday of Feb.,
Apr., Jun., Aug., Oct., and Dec., just leave the
bag on your front porch and we will collect
and deliver to the food pantry.
Please contact Randy and Valorie Skrypek at (928) 274-1977.

FRIDAY
NIGHT

Next BINGO Night
February 15, 2019

February 15th. Don’t miss the fun!
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Cottonwood Ranch
1874 West Trail Blazer Drive
Cottonwood, AZ 86326

Or current resident

Visit www.cottonwoodranch.org
for ongoing

Cottonwood Ranch Community
news and updates.

